
AGM Minutes 

2021 Annual General Meeting of The Australian Ballet – MINUTES      Page 1 of 3 

 

The Australian Ballet Annual General Meeting  
 

Minutes of the 50th Annual General Meeting held via video link using Microsoft Teams from the offices of 

Herbert Smith Freehills, 161 Castlereagh Street, Sydney at 11.00am on Friday 28 May 2021. 
 

 

1. WELCOME / QUORUM 

After a Welcome to Country, the Company Secretary Sally Underwood noted a quorum was achieved and 

declared the meeting open at 11.02 and welcomed members and guests.  

 

2. MEMBERS PRESENT / APOLOGIES 

The Company Secretary introduced: 

 

Directors: Mr Craig Dunn (Chairman), Mrs Penny Fowler, Mrs Jane Freudenstein, Mrs Cathy Harris AO 

PSM, Ms Catherine Livingstone AO, Mr Tony Osmond, Mr Bruce Parncutt AO, Professor Sue Street AO and 

Ms Olivia Bell (reappointed as Dancers’ Director for a fifth year). 
 

In attendance:  Ms Libby Christie AM (Executive Director – “ED”), and Mr David Hallberg (Artistic Director – 

“AD”). 
 

Guests: Ms Lisa Harker and Mr Steve Ormerod, representing the Company’s auditors 

PricewaterhouseCoopers.  
 

Apologies:  Ms Annabelle Chaplain AM, Ms Natasha Stott Despoja AO, Mr Michael Whitehead, Mr Jim and 

Mrs Libby Cousins, Mrs Susan Morgan, Ms Linda Herd, Mrs Julie Somers, Ms Catriona Bruce, Lady Potter. 

 
3. MINUTES 

It was NOTED that the minutes of the 2020 AGM were accepted by the Board as a true and accurate record 

of the AGM held on 20 October 2020.  

 

4. 2020 FINANCIAL REPORT AND ANNUAL REPORT  

It was NOTED that the 2020 Annual Financial Report had been distributed to members with the 2021 AGM 

Notice. 

 

The company auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers, have provided an unqualified audit opinion on the 2020 

Annual Financial Report which was accepted by the Board on 30 April 2021. 

 

No questions were raised by the Members in respect of the 2020 Financial Statements.   

 

5. VOTING/PROXIES 

The Company Secretary confirmed a total of 36 proxies were received. 

 

6. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

The Company Secretary advised that, in accordance with the company’s Constitution, an election of 

Directors must be held each year.   

 

Under the Constitution rule 13.2(b), which requires Directors to stand for re-election every 3 years, three 

Directors were required to stand for re-election: Mr Craig Dunn, Ms Catherine Livingstone, and Mr Tony 

Osmond.  

 

As the AGM was held virtually, members were asked to submit their votes in advance of the AGM.  Given 

that the Chair of the Board was one of the directors standing for re-election, Company Secretary Sally 

Underwood stood in as Chair of the meeting for this agenda item to cast the proxy votes of the members.in 

accordance with their instructions. 
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(i) MR CRAIG DUNN stood for re-election under rule 13.2(b) 

Of the total 36 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

0 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

0 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

36 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

(ii) MS CATHERINE LIVINGSTONE AO stood for re-election under rule 13.2(b) 

 

Of the total 36 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

1 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

0 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

35 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

(iii) MR TONY OSMOND stood for re-election under rule 13.2(b). 

 

Of the total of 36 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

1 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

0 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

35 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

The Company Secretary confirmed that Mr Craig Dunn, Ms Catherine Livingstone AO, and Mr Tony Osmond 

were elected to the Board. 

 

7. QUESTIONS  

The Company Secretary advised that several questions were received in advance of the meeting. 

 

A question was raised as to why cast sheets were not issued by staff at the Sydney Opera House prior to the 

performance. The ED advised that COVID-19 restrictions prevented the handing out of cast sheets, and that 

a QR code was provided instead to enable patrons to scan and receive cast sheets and production details  

via their phone. In answer to a question about the use of children in company productions, the ED noted that 

Harlequinade will feature children from a number of dance schools.   

 

Responding to a question about branding, the AD spoke about New Era branding and his vision for a unified 

visual perspective to further strengthen the company’s brand. He acknowledged the value of the support 

provided by the auxiliary groups.     

 

Finally, the Company Secretary read out letters of congratulations from Robin Campbell and Josie Woodgate 

OAM thanking everyone in the company for their hard work and resilience in meeting the challenges of the 

2020 year. 

 

There were no questions raised from the floor.  

 

8. CHAIR’S ADDRESS 

The Chair welcomed and thanked members for their attendance. 

 

The Chair spoke of the extraordinary challenges faced by the company in 2020 which saw the company only 

able to deliver 9 live performances before theatres closed due to the pandemic. The Chair expressed his 

disappointment that audiences were unable to celebrate David McAllister’s final year as Artistic Director. The 

Chair acknowledged David’s extraordinary contribution and tenure as the company’s longest serving Artistic 

Director.   

 

The Chair thanked the company’s supporters whose generous contributions and philanthropic donations, 

combined with prudent management, had enabled the company to minimise losses over the reporting period.   
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The Chair thanked the Board and Board Committees for their service, expertise, and valuable contribution 

over the past year.  

 

The Chair acknowledged and thanked Executive Director Libby Christie, Former Artistic Director David 

McAllister, new Artistic Director David Hallberg, the Executive Team, and all the staff for their significant work 

throughout 2020. The Chair also thanked the company’s corporate partners, sponsors and Government 

partners. In particular he recognised and thanked Lady Potter AC, President Emeritus Annual Giving, and 

Natasha Bowness, President Annual Giving, for their work on the Annual Giving Program.   

 

Whilst reflecting on the significant disruptions due to COVID-19, the Chair noted that the company is in good 

shape and determined to emerge stronger and more ambitious than ever before. 

 

9. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The ED acknowledged the difficulties of 2020, reflecting on the disappointment the company felt due to its 

inability to perform to live audiences or to celebrate David McAllister distinguished career. She described the 

work the company had undertaken to stay connected with audiences through digital broadcasts and regular 

online audience engagement activities.    

 

Noting that the company had been sustained by the support, encouragement, and generosity of so many 

people, she also thanked the company’s government funders, sponsors, philanthropic patrons and staff for 

their extraordinary contribution. She acknowledged the great value of the Australian Government’s 

Jobkeeper program which had enabled the company to retain its employees throughout the year. 

 

The ED thanked the Chair and the Board for the leadership and support they have provided to the company.   

 

10. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The AD reflected on his first six months in the role and talked about his plans to develop the dancers and 

expand the company’s repertoire.   

 

The AD thanked the Board, the Executive and all the staff for making him feel so welcome and supported 

into the role of Artistic Director. 

   

11. HONORARY LIFE MEMBER PRESENTATION 

Ms Christie and Mr Dunn announced and congratulated our new Australian Ballet Honorary Life Members:  

• Mr Francis Croese 

• Mr David McAllister AC. 

 

12. CLOSE 

The Company Secretary thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 12.02pm.   

 

 

 

 

     

Signed       Date:  

Craig Dunn - CHAIR 


