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STORYTIME BALLET: THE SLEEPING BEAUTY 
The perfect first ballet experience for boys and 
girls! This 50-minute interactive experience, made 
especially for children, features sparkling dancing, 
tutus, fairies and storybook fun. Playing the Gold 
Coast, Caloundra, Logan and Brisbane  
this Autumn. 
australianballet.com.au/storytimeballet 
 
 
THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET SHOP 
Put some ballet magic in your life with our 
stunning collections of clothing, activewear, 
stationery, wands, fairy wings and more!  
australianballet.com.au/shop 
 
 
THE POWER OF GIVING 
Commissioning full-length productions like 
Cinderella is vital to the life of the company. To do 
so, we rely on the support of generous, 
longstanding patrons just like you. Why not join 
them? You can make a gift online by logging on to 
australianballet.com.au/donate or contacting our 
Philanthropy Manager, James Worladge, during 
the Brisbane season on 0438 529 645. 
Every gift supports what you see onstage. 
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SYNOPSIS

ACT 1

Scene 1 
Cinderella is working hard while her  
Stepmother and Stepsisters are preparing 
for a magnificent ball given by the prince 
of the land.

Cinderella’s Father has fallen on hard 
times. He likes to drink with his friends, 
which makes Cinderella’s Stepmother 
angry. She becomes even more furious 
when she sees Cinderella taking a portrait 
of her dead mother from its hiding place. 
She destroys the portrait and, along with 
Cinderella’s Stepsisters, upbraids the poor 
girl cruelly.

A dance teacher visits to teach the  
Stepmother and Stepsisters graceful 
steps, and hairdressers arrive to give them 
splendid styles and help them on with 
their finery. Only Cinderella is left out,  
and when the Stepmother and Stepsisters  
set oL, she is disconsolate. She takes 
solace in her dreams, imagining she is 
dancing at the ball.

The Fairy Godmother sees her sorrow  
and takes pity on her. Eccentrically 
disguised and accompanied by celestial 
bodies – sun, moon, planets, stars – she 
visits Cinderella and transforms her rags 
into a sumptuous ball gown. Before  
the planets transport her to the ball,  
the Fairy Godmother warns her not  
to lose track of time – at midnight,  
the magic will vanish.

ACT II

Scene 1 
The Prince’s ball is in full swing, and 
the whole court is trying to win his eye, 
particularly the Stepmother and her 
daughters. But when Cinderella arrives 
and encounters the Prince it is love at first 
sight for both of them. The court looks  
on jealously, and all the ladies rush oL  
to dress themselves like Cinderella.  
The Stepmother and Stepsisters also 
hasten to change their clothes, but they’re 
a step behind the fashion.

As the night progresses, the Prince is 
captivated by Cinderella, and their love 
blossoms, despite the Stepmother and her 
daughters’ best eLorts to win his attention.

In her ecstasy, Cinderella forgets  
The Fairy Godmother’s warning. When  
midnight strikes and time again intrudes, 
she runs from the ballroom, leaving her 
slipper behind.

ACT III

Scene 1 
The Prince is desperate to find his  
vanished love, and has a succession  
of women come to his palace to try  
on Cinderella’s slipper. When it fits none  
of them, he sets out to travel the world 
in search of her, visiting many lands and 
encountering many temptations. However, 
he can’t forget Cinderella and returns  
to his kingdom determined to search 
every corner of it, although he is fast 
losing hope.

Scene 2 
Cinderella, returned to her workaday life, 
treasures her memories of the enchanted 
night with the Prince, but holds little hope 
of seeing him again. The Stepsisters,  
on the other hand, think they have made  
a great hit with the Prince, and each 
dreams excitedly of marrying him.

As part of his search, the Prince comes  
to visit them. The Stepmother and the 
Stepsisters try on the slipper, but their 
feet are too big for it. Only Cinderella’s 
foot fits it, and the Prince realises she  
is his love. They are reunited, and embark  
on their lives together.


