
PLANNED GIVING



From the very beginnings of the 
company, so many people like you 
have been deeply committed to and 
supportive of The Australian Ballet. 
Your custodianship, exceptional 
dedication and caring over many years 
has nurtured incredible relationships 
and truly brought this company to life. 

Since launching in 1990, our Planned 
Giving program has received many 
extraordinary gifts, which have 
underpinned the financial strength 
of the company. This strength has 
supported the artistic director’s vision 
to create world-class productions, 
solidified The Australian Ballet’s 
reputation as an internationally 
respected company, and brought 
you high-quality ballet experiences 
every time you come to the theatre.

Most importantly, this support is 
growing; regular income from these 
endowed funds has become an integral 
part of the company’s resources.

It is through your support that 
The Australian Ballet has come to be 
recognised for its uniquely Australian 
style, powered by exquisite artistry 
and athleticism, qualities that put 
us firmly among the world’s best.  

Our commitment to excellence, our 
spirited style and our willingness 
to take risks, both on and off the 
stage, are continually matched by 
our audiences and supporters.

We all understand that a world-class 
company requires the resources that 
enable it to look to the future, and to 
ensure that ballet in Australia is valued 
and supported for generations to come. 

Together we can build on the 
extraordinary achievements of the 
company since its founding in 1962,  
and secure the future of 
dance in Australia.

Your story is an integral part of  
our story, and a fundamental part  
of our ongoing success: 

your legacy builds our legacy. 

“The Australian 
Ballet has not only 
been my career but 

also my life’s passion, 
so by including the 
company in my will I 

hope I can assist many 
others to experience 

the wonderful  
joy of dance.” 

– Colin Peasley OAM  
Planned Giving Ambassador

THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET’S PLANNED 
GIVING GUIDING PRINCIPLES

In order for us to help realise your visionary support, we have developed 
the following principles to guide our Planned Giving program.

• Serving the best interest of our supporters is our primary concern, with 
no gift considered if the financial interest of the donor is compromised

• We are committed to the highest standards of professionalism and 
adhere to principles that accord donors courteous treatment, respect 
and truthful communication

• All supporters who are making a planned gift will be encouraged to seek 
the counsel of their own solicitor, accountant or tax advisor regarding 
their proposed gift

• All information concerning bequestors will be kept confidential 
by The Australian Ballet, unless permission is obtained to release 
the information

• All matters pertaining to the investment of bequeathed funds shall be 
under the control and supervision of The Australian Ballet board 

• Gifts from estates will be held in an endowment fund in The Australian 
Ballet Foundation, with income earned supporting our operations and 
underpinning growth

• Should the board wish to invest in assets it may use its discretion to 
access these funds

“I have been attending the ballet 
for too many years to remember. 

A gift in my will ensures the 
repertoire will continue to 
grow for future audiences, 

young and old.”
– Graham Matheson 

ballet lover and bequestor



 
 
 
 
 
 

DAME PEGGY VAN PRAAGH 
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

The Australian Ballet’s founding artistic director, Dame Peggy van Praagh, 
set out a framework for the company that still underpins the work we do 
today. Dame Peggy was committed to:

• a professional company offering full-time employment

• a ballet school that would develop a national style and train dancers

• preservation of the classics, revivals of the best international works and 
commissioning of new ballets

• fostering of Australian choreographers, composers and designers

• invitations to overseas guest artists 

• education programs devised for schools with a view to building 
potential audiences of the future

• the achievement of artistic standards that merit international recognition

In recognition of the incredible work your gift will enable us to undertake, 
and the knowledge that you will continue the wishes of Dame Peggy, you 
will become a part of the Dame Peggy van Praagh Leadership Circle.

While not everyone seeks recognition of a gift in their will, we encourage 
everyone who has made a planned gift to The Australian Ballet to notify 
us. By joining the Ballet family in this way you will be able to enjoy special 
events that give an even greater insight into the life of the company; have 
your support recognised in print and online; and have opportunities to 
share your stories of the company.

Image: Peggy van Praagh, circa 1970s. ©The Australian Ballet Archives

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO MAKE THE AUSTRALIAN 
BALLET PART OF YOUR LEGACY

Firstly, we would encourage you to discuss any plans that you might have 
for your estate with family and friends, and to seek your own legal advice. 
It is important to have these conversations with those closest to you right 
from the outset.

There are two ways we recommend for you to include The Australian 
Ballet in your estate planning. 

You can leave a specific dollar amount or percentage of your estate,  
or you can leave a residuary bequest. 

In the case of a residuary bequest, whatever remains after personal 
commitments have been made will become part of The Australian Ballet’s 
Endowment Fund. A residuary bequest is recommended as it will not  
lose its value over time.

“The Australian Ballet has 
been an integral part of my  

life since teenage days.  
Its magnificent productions 

have enriched my life and 
raised my spirits for more than 

five decades.”
– George Drew 

ballet lover and bequestor



According to what suits your personal situation and preferences,  
the following can be used when creating your legacy:

“I give and bequeath to The Australian Ballet, 2 Kavanagh Street, 
Southbank, Victoria 3006, ABN 57 004 849 987:

a) all of my residuary estate OR

b) _________% of my residuary estate OR

c) the sum of $_________

to be used for the general purposes of the company at the  
discretion of the artistic director and its board of directors.”

Image: ©The Australian Ballet Archives. Photography Darryl Smythe, 1968

SUGGESTED WORDING TO USE  
WHEN MAKING A BEQUEST  

TO THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET

THE HISTORY OF PHILANTHROPY  
AT THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET 

Our records show that from the very beginning of the company 
people gave their hard-earned pounds, shillings and pence to ensure 
the art form would flourish. Since then, public support has been the 
lifeblood of The Australian Ballet.

The first formal fundraising effort was The Australian Ballet Society’s 
purchase of a washing machine for the dancers in 1966. From that 
time, philanthropy has grown in scale and impact to create full-
size productions such as David McAllister’s acclaimed The Sleeping 
Beauty in 2015.

These other key moments that you may remember have been made 
possible through the generosity and foresight of our supporters:

• The creation of The Australian Ballet Society in Melbourne (1966)  
and the Friends of The Australian Ballet in New South Wales (1973)  
and in South Australia (1992)

• The construction of The Australian Ballet Centre, known today  
as The Primrose Potter Australian Ballet Centre (1988) 

• The realisation of our long-held dream to have our own 
Production Centre (2010)

• The creation of new ballets, including The Sleeping Beauty (2015)  
and Spartacus (2018)

• The redevelopment of The Primrose Potter Australian Ballet Centre 
(2017 – 18)

Because of this incredible legacy of support, we are now in a position  
to actively build the company’s endowment and continue to create  
these major milestones.

We warmly welcome the opportunity to start a conversation 
with you about your part in The Australian Ballet’s history, in 
confidence if you wish, and let you know how you can support 
the company’s future.

Image: ©The Australian Ballet Archives. Photography Darryl Smythe, circa 1960s 



PLANNED GIVING

FILL IN YOUR DETAILS

First name(s)

Last name

Address

Suburb

State Postcode

Email address

Please return this form to:

Philanthropy Services  
The Australian Ballet  
Level 6, 2 Kavanagh Street 
Southbank VIC 3006

PLEASE TICK WHERE APPLICABLE

I have included The Australian Ballet in my future plans

I intend to include The Australian Ballet  
in my future plans

I would like to know more about joining the  
Dame Peggy van Praagh Leadership Circle

I would like to start a discussion around how  
to remember The Australian Ballet in my will



If you would like to start a conversation about how your legacy will  
build the future of The Australian Ballet, please contact the  

Planned Giving team on 03 9669 2782

“Leaving a gift in my will 
means gratification. It is a 

small reimbursement to share 
for the future, to make a 

difference to the lives of the 
dancers and to support their 

passion and excellence.” 
– Ruth Zionzee  

ballet lover and bequestor


